
December 2, 2024

Dear Senators,

Re: Urgent need to pass Bill C-355, the Prohibition of the Export of Horses by Air for
Slaughter Act

Bill C-355, the Prohibition of the Export of Horses by Air for Slaughter Act is a crucial bill
aimed at ending the abhorrent practice of exporting live horses from Canada for slaughter
overseas. The Bill reflects a promise made to Canadians during the last federal election, and
enjoys broad public support across the political spectrum.1 With a pending election expected in
2025, we are extremely concerned that a handful of Senators are delaying the study of this
important Bill. We urge all Senators to work together to study and pass this lifesaving Bill.

After being introduced by MP Tim Louis in September of 2023, Bill C-355 was passed by the
House of Commons in May of this year. Since then, it has languished at second reading stage in
the Senate. Several Senators have spoken in support of the Bill since that time, but it has yet to
be sent to Committee Study. Tens of thousands of Canadians have called and written to
Senators, urging them to study and pass the Bill. Yet as the weeks pass and the Bill remains in
limbo, shipments of horses continue to be sent overseas in cramped wooden crates for slaughter,
with the animals enduring gruelling journeys without food, water, and rest.

An investigation by Animal Justice and Japan-based Life Investigation Agency showed that most
shipments likely exceed the 28 hour legal limit for transport without food, water, and rest.2 A
more recent investigation using official Government of Japan records shows that horses are
becoming injured and dying as a result of transport for slaughter. Between June 2023 and May
2024 alone, at least 21 horses exported for slaughter died during transport or in the hours and
days shortly thereafter.3 More than 50 others were injured or became seriously ill during this
time. None of these injuries, illnesses, or deaths were reported to Canadian officials.

The new data shows that horses shipped to Japan for slaughter are suffering agonizing deaths due
to conditions including stress, dehydration, injuries sustained during flights, pleuropneumonia
(“shipping fever”), and even painful miscarriages.

We urge all Senators to please set aside your political differences and work together to ensure
Bill C-355 is immediately sent to Committee, so that it can be studied and voted on in a timely
manner, consistent with the will and expectations of Canadians.

3 New Documents: 21 Canadian Horses Killed in 1 Year from Shipments to Japan - Animal Justice
2 Flying Above the Law: Inside Canadian Horses' Long Journey to Japan - Animal Justice

1 See, e.g. Most Canadians Say Horses Are Not Food, Reject Exports to Asia – Research Co.; Live horse export -
BC SPCA.

https://animaljustice.ca/blog/21-horses-killed-in-shipments
https://animaljustice.ca/exposes/inside-canadian-horses-journey-to-japan
https://researchco.ca/2021/02/18/horse-exports-canada/
https://spca.bc.ca/ways-to-help/take-action/farm-animals/live-horse-export/
https://spca.bc.ca/ways-to-help/take-action/farm-animals/live-horse-export/


Yours truly,

Jann Arden
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